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SENATE BILL 2994
By  Burchett

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-2-203,
relative to education.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-2-203(a), is amended by deleting

subdivision (4)(C) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:

(4)(C)(i)  No county board of education shall contract for the construction of

school buildings or additions to existing buildings, the expenditure for which is in excess

of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) except when such contract is made after competitive

bids.  Public notice shall be given at least fifteen (15) days in advance of accepting bids

for such construction, and the board shall award the contract to the lowest and best

bidder.  In the event no bid is within the budgetary limits set by the board for such

construction, the board may negotiate with the lowest and best bidder to bring the cost of

the construction within the funds available, with the approval of the commissioner of

education;

(ii)  Construction management services which are provided for a fee and

which involve supervision of the planning, design, bid and construction phases of

the project, but not the performance of actual construction work, are deemed to



- 2 - 01014375

be professional services and may be performed by a qualified person on the

basis of recognized competence and integrity.  The provisions of this subdivision

shall not be construed to authorize or permit actual construction work by a

construction manager who has been hired for a construction project or to modify

or suspend any competitive bid provisions of the law applicable to the

construction work which is under the supervision of such construction manager

as applicable only under this section. Contracts for such services shall be

procured through competitive bids as provided in this subsection or by a request

for proposals process.  The request for proposals process will invite prospective

proposers to participate and will indicate the service requirements and the factors

used for evaluating the proposals.  Such factors shall include cost, vendor's

qualification and any additional factor or factors deemed relevant by the

procuring entity for procurement of the service; cost is not to be the sole criteria

for evaluation.  The contract for such services will be awarded to the best

evaluated, responsive proposer;

(iii)  A contract manager who provides construction management services

must be a contractor licensed in Tennessee;

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring

it.


